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Its all dark and gloomy in that,
Dissastrous world of hunger and fright,
with no sign of clear sky!

The world has changed a lot, and,

The pbpulace have earned a lot,

But still, there remains a world

over whelmed...

With mystification and bewilderment!

b |
1
1

The entry of greed and every
Made the world more dark and gloomy
Guess!.... who are those sobbing in the street.
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Beauty derment and mystification, and
Guess!.... whose souls still remains,.
Unheard, Unheard and unheard!

Yes, they are the ones therover......... out by

the society,

Those poor chaps, who were once-pushed into
The world of sobs and anxiety; and

Whose souls, still remains

Unheard, Unheard and unheard!
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Life - A Fuming Acid

The task of making and taking constitutes life.
Life is a chemical balance where weighing and cal-
culations are done. The basic requirements of life
are : Food, Shelter, Clothes and Water. All these are
compased of chemical bonds, Elements, Metals etc.
Water exists only because of Hydrogen bonding.
Food consists of Carbohydrates, Fats, ptoteins etc

which constitutes the applications of chemistry. Cement and other Raw

materials are used for the construction T—

of buildings and houses. Clothes are
made up of Nylon, Cotton, Polycstef |
etc. which are also related to chemis-
~ try. Like this in all fields, for eg. In § '
Medicining Kitchen utensils, Automo- -
biles and every nook and corner of our
nature involves chemistfy. Life in
chemical equation and we live to
solve this equation, by earning money, G
which exists, both in the form of coins
which are made up of metals and cur-
rency which are made of paper, which .-
are composed of Carbon and otherraw

materials.

<__REVATHY V., BSc. Chemistry >
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Sometime, ago there was this incredible
story in the back page of The Hindu, about a
7 year old girl, Sushama Verma, who cleared
the Class X exams. Her father happened to
be a daily age labourer and her elder brother
had a similar remarkable educational career.
He had even cleared SAT, but couldn’t go to
a U.S. University for want of money. Now,
his sister had outdone him.

You’d think this was a reason to be
happy, a reason to celebrate. For here was a
girl, actually an entire family, who though
having a humble background, had through

hard work, brought out their inherent latent
brilliance, seemingly symoolising the rise of
the new, modern and vibrant India. Certainly
I thought this was a reason to be happy. But
no these 24 X 7 news channels of ours stir up
controversy everywhere.

One of these channels, held an SMS poll
on “’Are kids growing up too fast?”” They
consulted ‘’experts” on whether feats at such
young an age, causes ‘’burnout’ and
according to the SMSes they scrolled on the
bottom of the screen, one chap thought we
should “’allow kids to grow up naturally”.
They were almost unanimous in their opinion
that parents were putting way too much
pressure on their children to perform
academically and that this was a bad trend.

I don’t disagree with the fact that there
is sometimes too much importance given to
academic performance. But hang on a second
here. Are you telling me that allowing this kid
to sit the Class X exams, because she was
brighter than average happens to be a crime?
Should she instead, have been forced to waste
her time among others of her age, just because
she was considered too young? Kids growing
up too fast? Nonsense. There’d no such thing

as growing up too fast.

Let me make my point Sir C V. Raman
completed his M.Sc at age 17. His nephew,
subramanyan Chandrasekhar discovered the
eponymous ‘Chandrasekhar limit’ at age 19.
The mathematician Nobert Weiner, was
awarded his Ph.D. at age 18. They grew up
too fast? The fast two went on to win the
Nobel Prize for Physics. All three achieved




scientific immortality. Science and therefore,
human civilization would have been much
poorer if they hand’nt been allowed to fast-
track their education. Closer to our times,
ther’s the Fields Medal winning -
mathematician Terence Tao. Thanks Heavens,
there were no ’experts’’ around to discourage
their pursuit of excellence.

I mention only these eminent people
who come to my mind. Doubtless, ther’s
plenty more example of child prodigies. Now,
the TV show in question also talked about
Buddha, the marathon-running kind. In his
case, it might be true that he is forced in to
by his guardians. But I think the fact that the
media stirs up such questions at all, reveals a
trait among us in India. We're content to be
mediocre.

We strait-jacket kids and force them
into conformity. This is true not only of
academic matters, but also, say sports. If
ther’s a kid who wants to play football bad
make a career in to-no, his parents insit.
Studies first. As far as I know, Ronaldinho
didn’t become double World Footballer of the

year by studying calculus at high school, but
only because ever since the day he first kicked
a football, he had one and only one thing on

his mind.

Our society, seems to want people to
follow a set pattern. Violating it, is heresy;
which is why Srinivasa Ramanujan was
suffocated in India, by a system that had no
place for him. But fortunately, there were
some people who recognized him for the
genius he was, gave him a scholarship- to
Cambridge, where he was allowed to soar free
and break out of the intellectual confinement
he had suffered in India.

We seem to be happy to remain
mediocre. Maybe you don’t agree. You might
start pointing out achievers among us. Sania
Mirza? ranked, what 50? Big deal. The Indian
cricket team, who pull a sport contested only
by former British colonied, and the name of
which make people scratch their heads
throughout most of the world? A nation of
one billion people which can’t manage more
than a single medal at the Olympics? About
the only sports persons who I can. |

<__NITHYANAND N RAO - B.Sc. Physics
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I guess writing is one of the coolest
hobbies in the world... especially for those
who don’t have many friends to whom they

can open up and being a writer is one of my
greatest dreams.

I love calling myself a ‘writer and
philosopher’ (!!!) Though I know it would be
a disgrace to those great people if I say I am
already one. Its so wonderful the way those
great souls think and write... I often find
myself wonderstruck at the skill of even the
not so famous novelists. It gives me an insight
to their capability to observe even the minutest
details of everything around them... To be a
writer, you ought to be really observant (I
underline really). And every successful writer
is well informed.... in almost everything be it
arts, sports, law, politics, science and
technology. history.... you name it, they all
know a lot about it. So it really isn’t such an
easy job to be a literary figure...

I know I’m not a very gifted writer but I
am so fascinated and obsessed by the idea of
being a writer that I believe I am already one!!
So, I guess its impossible for a by force to
stop me from that. (After all, belief is the first
and last requirement for a person to succeed).

Writing even a small story or a passage
of a few paragraphs requires a lot of interest
and skill. The latter I am afraid can only be
attained by one’s own effort and experience.
A writer must also be a good reader - which is
obvious. I have to confess that even though I

The Most *Happening” place in the Campus

am crazy about literature - be it Malayalam
or English - I haven’t read much almost
nothing for my age and with such a great
dream in my mind.

Whenever I read, I fell reading is better
than any other ‘teenage entertainment’ it’s a
fact. Still, I find myself spending less time in
the library than all other “happening” places
in the campus. The truth is that (I can’t help
admitting) the Library is the most happening
place in any college campus.

Most of the ‘cool” guys ‘n gals feel the
library is boring place - only ‘nards’ spend
their tine there. These ‘cool’ guys ‘n’ gals
actually don’t realize that the ‘nards’ might
be having much more fun than them.

A book can take you anywhere in the
world - you wouldn’t have to physically
Travel. A book can take you back to the past
to propel you to the distant future like a time
machine. Through a book you can experience
the magic of love and the beauty of romance.
A book can convert you into an intelligen
detective investigating a tricky case. A book
can even take to another world of magic
wizards, witches and spells like ‘Harr)
Potter’. There are no limits to the experience:
you might get by merely going to the librar
and spending some time with books.

(I started this passage with the topit
‘writing’ in my mind but my pen worke«

automatically to create this passage and
changed its title).

JOSEPHINE VARGHESE - B.Sc. Physics




Padma Bhushan Rev. Fr. Gabriel Chiramel
CMI was born on 14th Dece. 1914, at Manalur,
in Thrissur Dist. In 1932, he joined the Novitiate
and was ordained priest in the Congregation of
Carmalites of Mary Immaculate in 1942. Fr.
Gabriel later joined St. Berchmans College,
Changanacherry for studies and secured II rank
in the Intermediate Examination. In 1949, he
took BSc. (Hon) Degree in Zoology from
Presidency College, Madras and the same year,
he joined Sacred Heart College, Thevara as
Head Biology Division. In 1952, Fr. Gabriel
became the founder Prof. and Head, Department
of Zoology. He discovered a new species of ship
worm ‘Bankia gabriale’ in 1953. In 1956, he
became the founder Principal of Christ College, Irinjalakuda. In 1975, Fr. Gabriel
was elevated as the Provincial of CMI Devamatha Province, Thrissur. The same
year he started the Carmel English Medium School, Chalakudy. In 1978, Fr. Gabriel
became the founder Director of Amala Cancer Hospital, Thrissur. He was elected to
the Syndicate of Calicut University in 1980. In 1991, he received the ‘Samskarika
Sadasu’ Award for education and social work. In 1994. All Kerala Catholic Congress
Award for Education and Social Service was presented to Fr. Gabriel in 1995. The
following year he also received the ‘Share and Care Award’ instituted by American
Malayalees. In the year 2000, Fr. Gabriel received the ‘Man of the Century’ Award
instituted by Telegraph Daily. In 2001, he was presented with the ‘Star of Kerala
Church Award’ by Better life Movement, Aaloor. All this culmiated, when in January
2007, Fr. Gabriel was awarded the prestigious Padma Bhushan by Govt. of India in
recognition of his distinguished service to the nation, in medial service and education.
Its a great honor bestowed on Rev. Fr. Gabriel. We feel that it is an honor bestowed
on the Dept. of Zoology and Sacred Heart College too and share in the pride and

happiness of the occasion.

By
Pratheeksha

BSc Zoology




>* NCC ARMY WING

3(B) Coy, S.H. College, Thevara
21(K) Bn NCC Ernakulam

Highlights of the year 2006-2007

Sgt. Aisha Kareem attended All India G.V. Mavulangar Shooting Competition held
in Azanzol, West Bengal and won the third position in the national level competi-

tion.

CSM. Sreejith attended National Integration Camp in Delhi

Lepl. Dhanesh Kumar attended RCTC conducted in Gwalior, M.P.
Suo. Pappu P S was selected for 12 days Indian Military Academy attachment camp

;’P} in Dehradun.

' CQMS. Rajesh T Das attended National Integration Camp held at Kolaghat, West
o Bengal.

<«

In connection with anti tobacco day our twelve cadets conducted an anti-tobacco
campaign programme and staged a street play. ‘

e
- 'ha
i
A

20 parades were conducted in this academic year in which cadets were given expo-
sures in firing, drill, field craft, map reading, weapon training, first aid etc...

2 days Mini Camp was conducted with 102 cadets in our college.

NCC of our college conducted a cycle rally, highlighting the eradication of plastic
carry bags less than thirty microns. 22 cadets attended in this cycle rally with the

support of the Corporation of Cochin.

The college team had won the first prize in Field Craft competition held in the
Annual Training Camp of 21 (K) Bn NCC EKM at Piravam.




FACTS

1.

10.

11.

12.
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30,000 core rupees worth electricity is stolen in India every year.
18 inches per year is the rate at which Mexico city is sinking.

100 kilogram is the weight of a one million dollar gold coin
unveiled by Royal Canadian Mint.

15 million red blood cells are created an d killed every second
in human body.

3,106 carte is the weight of largest diamond found on earth.

5,764 sq. km. of India’s costal area will be submerged under the
sea by the year 2100.

1,40,000 core rupees is the amount of India’s crop loss in 2006-
07, due to insects, pest and weeds.

4,00,000 pound is the amount went into the desinging of the
logo for 2012 Olympic Games in London.

26 million people die every year in India due to poor environ-
mental & Sanitary condition, says a WHO report.

22 ft. is the maximum length to which a giant South Africa
Earllworn can grow.

58,000 core mpees world food is wasted in India every year,
says the ministry of food processing industry.

7,000 new insects species are discovered every year.

By
Raghavendran
BA Economics
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CAMPUS SURVEY
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Primrose Nature Club / Encon Club Activity - 2006-2007

The Primrose Nature Club organized and
:onducted various kinds of Nature Awareness and
Nature conservation programmes in collaboration
vith the Primrose Nature Club of the college.

The Primrose Nature Club observed the
World Environment 5 June. Members in the pres-
ence of Principal Fr. A.J. Saviance, assembled in
the college portico and took a Pledge on Nature
Conservation. Our college gets Palathulli
Puraskaram Il Prize (2005-2006)for the combined
activities organized under the guidance of the
Primrose Nature Club / Encon Club.

On 7 June 2006 all Club members and stu-
dents wished to join the club assembled. Director
Dr. V. J. Dominic addressed the gathering. Ms
Nissy Elias (Second BSc. Botany) were elected
as joint secretaries. Mr. V.J. Jose, Deputy Cam-
paigner, Green Peace, inaugurated the activities
of the Club for the year 2006 - 2007 on 8 June
2006. The clubs observed the day as College En-
vironment Day. On 4 Aug. 2006 the Club gave a
reception in Our College to the ‘Mazha Yathra’ or-
ganized by the Kerala State Remote Sensing &
Environment Centre. Fr. A.J. Saviance, Principal,
Dr. V.J. Dominic, Club Director, and Murali
Thalancherry convenor, Mazha yathra and Ajmal
K Mujeeb, Director Social Justice spoke on the
occasion.

Regular Club meetings are conducted on
every Wednesday at 1.30 pm. The Club conducted
the Flower Carpet Competition at the college Por-
tico on 25 Aug. 2006. Eleven teams participated.
Attractive cash prizes were given to the winners.

The Classroom beautification contest for
the year started on 11 Sept.. 2006. Fifteen classes
registered for participation. The club consults the
competition every year. The classes which main-
tain the classroom neat, clean and tidy for the
entire year will be awarded attractive cash prizes.

Regular Club Meeting on 27 Sept. 2006 dis-
cussed and planned the programmes to be con-
ducted during the wildlife week. Club members

and Director participated in the activities of the
wildlife week programmes organized by the For-
est Department at Maharajas College Emakulam

on 2,3 Oct. 2006.

In Connection with Wildlife week celebra-
tions, the Club organised an invited lecture by Dr.
S. Sivadas, Laision Officer of Forest Department,
Kerala High Court, in our college on 6 Oct. 2006.
Members conducted a poster exhibition also on
wild life protection.

As part of the Chikungunya aware ness and
cleanliness awareness programme directed by the
government, the Club and other clubs of the col-
lege jointly organized a cleanliness awareness
programme in and out side the campus on 13 Oct.
2006. The programme included cleaning the cam-
pus, cleaning the pocket roads and a processuon

up to Thevara market holding placards. The club,
with the help of the Kerala Forest Department,
conducted a Nature Study camp at Silent Valley
on 1-3 Dece. 2007. It was thrilling experience for
the club members who has trekking in the dense
forest, classes on forest conservation and audio-
visual presentation of wild flora and fauna.

On the 15th January 2007 the club pro-
tested against the indiscriminate felling of the
mangrove plants from the Valnthakadu islands
near the city. We passed a resolution, which was
published in the newspapers. On the same day,
as part of the Qil / gas conservation fortnight, the

club members took a pledge on oil and gas con-
servation.

In collaboration with Bharat petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd., Kochi Refinery, the club conducted
an essay competition for the students of our col-
lege. Reshma Babu Final BSc. Botany, J Mansa
Final BSc. Botany, Lafseena Latheef Fianl BSc.
Botany got the first, second and third prizes re-
spectively. The Prizes (Rs. 400/-, Rs. 300/- and
Rs. 200/-) are sponsored by the Kochi Refineries
Ltd.

The Club activates will be concluded on
15th Feb. 2007.

™ VY I DAaminiaca Dircartar

Nissv M. Club Secretarv
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A Mumbai is a once - in - a -decade
marvel, a cause for real celebration. But
‘Omkara’, a wonderfully creative a depletion
of Shakespeare, did not get the recognition it
delserved. All over the world, the gap
between true artistic merit and box-office
success exists but the gap widens here as here
we don’t have an alternate distribution
system. If this is the films (form bollywood)
plight the regional films need no further
deliberation. Aparna sen, Rituparno Ghosh
and Jahnu Barua have all made films in
Bengali, Hindi and English but they are
confirmed to festival circuit and awards. The
aim of a film is to reach the audience is flop
here.

Hardly anyone know that
Nandita Das won Best Actress
prize for her lead role in Chitra
Palekar’s Marathi film “Maati
Mai” at Sam Sebastian. Or that the
Lincoln centre in New York has |
had retrospective of Adoor and
Girish Karvalli a few years ago.
We have many films like
“Lagaan”, “Rang De Basanti” But
here, like of depth is seen in our

SOME FILMS, SOME THOUGHTS

 satellite channels do not show ‘Shradhanjali’.

Raj Kapoor was
our cultural ambassador
to the erstwhile USSR
and parts of Eastern
Europe. It happened so,
as we had the films
which spoke socialistic
agenda and optimistic
propaganda, in the time
of cold war and our pre-
eminent place in the non-aligned movement.
Now does this happen?

The “Monsoon Weddings” success put
Meera Nair at the helm and she sensed the
pulse of American audience and directed the
film “The Namesate”. The clever one wins
everywhere.

Parallel cinema look out on the box
office starts long ago. Now it is losing space
to the commercial variety on the small screen
too. Popular direc:or Anil Sharma says “TV

They show what sells”. His masterpiece was
this. Major box office hits like “Rang de
Basanti”, “Lage Raho Munna
| Bhai”, “Krish” and “Don” had a
| demand of 15 crore rupees while to
'| channel is ready to push the
envelope for serious cinema,
1| Results? Parallel cinema is dying a
1| second death. The classes like

""_"r‘g Shayam Benegal’s ‘Ankur’,
‘ | Kalpana Lajmi’s ‘Ek Pal’ are not in
s channels whole they prefer box
office duds like ‘Raja ki Aayegi
Barat’ and ‘Janani’.

Mahesh

mainstream cinema.

Bhatt  says




“Economic rules films not art’. It is a bonanza
for Telugu and Tamil hits dabbled into
Malayalam, as young viewers get hooked on
the glits and glammer of such films.

Here I wish to discuss on some
contemporary films. Gandhis personal life
opens for the first time on the silver screen
with ‘Gandhi My Father’ directed by Feroz
Abbas Khan. It deals with the turbulent
relations between Gandhi and his eldest son,
Harilal It portrays the conflict between
aspirations of a son and the values of parents.
Shaji N. Karun’s documentary fiction ‘AKG’
recreats the life and times of a Charismatic
leader of the people. ‘Chak De India’, a Shah
Rukh Khan - starrer, that is based on hockey,
the story of a living hocky player M.R. Neeji,
who was the goalkeeper of National team

conceded 7 goals in 1982 Asian games final.

Retired very sadly came to inspire people of
India. z

‘Arabikatha’ directed by Lal Jose
portrays Cuba Mukundan’s life as a
communist who is not ready to compromise
on his principles even. if those very same

principle make him fell like a competed misfit
~ at times. “Thaniye” a film by Babu
Thiruvalla, which deals with the relationship
between a lonely, elderly man and his home
nurse.

‘Sivaji fiie
the Bose’
directed by
Shanker was §&&
a box office &y
hit, a
Rajanikant
film  asks
s 0O m €
sensitive '
question. T
“Hallo” in g% *
Malayalam
was a hit. But a small story got scent of humer,
in theatre. A Major Ravi film “Mission 90

Days” did well narrated from Rajiv Gandhi’s

murder.

Again there is a change. “Ramchand
Paskistani” directed by Mehreen Jabbar a
Pakistani depicts cultural exchanges between
India and Pakistan. The films speciality is
Nandita Das is in the team and it is a story of
“Two Nations posted for war. One family turn
apart, as reads the tag lime for the film.

- 1 feel, some rays of hope are visible.
Here also optimism plays the role. I don’t want
to say anything about the clash between
commercial and art film. But bridging the gap
is important. Launch pad of ideas are mind
of crafts man accomplished directors. We
need some confidence booster to tap
opportunities and should have the spirit to end
the so called “fairy fale’ of parallel cinemais
a lost.

ABIN THOMAS, BSC. PHYSICS
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Chit
Come on,

Come and chase away all the sweat,
And be always so gay and sweet!
Bring along your chill,

To make us feel your thrilll

Drinch the pores of dry land!
Quench our thirst by your hand!
Keep us always rich with water,
And make this poor world prosper!

Come and change this trying climate!
Come and be my jelly play mate!
Your arrival make us all

Relaxed, happy and relieved!

ARIF BASKER - BSc Zoology

-chat! Rain drop! Drumming on my roof top!
You rain! Pour down in q heavy stream




I'am worried I do not know whether my
fears have a base

But I tend to imagine my worst and frighten myself

At times, without even noticing it,

I find myself tense and self-absorbed,
full of fearful fantasies

At other times, I tell myself I worry too much
I fear that others will not understand or like me
If I tell them what is really on my mind

My words sound foolish even to myself, as I try explaining

Dear friend, you know everything about me
before I'®¥ven say it,

You know my inmost secrets, my deepest hee,ds
And the very source of my worry.
And U know fully well how I hurt myself.

With U at my side, I am going 2 look
at my worries,

For my time is too precious, And my life too short
to be spent - to be wasted - on worry.

SANJUT., BA Sociology




She is a lonely bird,

a bird with huge gaudy wings,
But, Never tested heights!
Yes, she is a bird of failure!

She is weak and exhausted, (
she has become dumb and deaf, .-~
She is all a love and lonely, .+

though sub merged mﬂtelatlons'

Tear are like oceans;sﬁéﬁer eyes,
Never it ends nor'it vapors,

Eyes are like huge pits on her, which
deepens as tears of sand rushes out of them!

Yes, she is a lovely bird,

Who love to fly to her wisdom

She nurtures respect and desire of hers
But, Alaas! she often fall from heighits!

No one knows what her fortune would be,

Neither do she think, can build it up,

Let, almighty give her the power and strength,
O that she would atleast bliss to the world till her fall!!

"
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Do you pals believe in a smart world ahead?
A world where you could obviate all your tears
| and troubles and fly towards the luscious bliss

' of life? A great ‘No!” will be the answer which
© [ firmly believe would come from you. But
have you ever pondered upon these questions

in your mind ?

-'.f: The simple word ‘smart’ (infact, more pre-
cisely I"d put smart city) have become a vogue

= and today its been frequently used in our own

. small state. This ‘gods own country’ have at-
tained fame through its cent percent literacy
rate and in near future, adding golden feath-

cally savvy Keralites working all 24 hours just
for those glittering American dollars!!

"% Now, you might be wondering why this 21st
centurian youth like me protest against the
- technical developments progressing in our
Country or the state? No, my friends! I'am not
at all going behind our age old megaloma-
ni.ac politicians, who just for the sake of cre-
ating problems and issued look through such
developments. In fact, I'am pointing towards
‘hel ‘stark reality’ we are facing and would be
facing in our near future, Progress and devel-
‘ :’:lmt:lclts, may it be social, economic, politi- -
req,u irehmcal or anything else is an inevitable
in .men.t for the sustenance of a devglop-
8 nation .llke ours. But the point which has
ing I:hli-r::w;:g in my mind is that, ‘are we go-
reighy g0 the right path in attaining this
81t goal for the future?

In the py:
itican]n'dSt of celebration of 60 years of our
Independence, a strong introspection

RN - 4 T S Frieth
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. ADARK LEAP TO A SMART WORLD....!

word in an IT progressing nation like India

ers to its crown would be the 100% techni-

~ bring up a uniform development, where all;
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is necessary. This would surely reveal us the
fact that, in our ruffle to lure power, pride and
money, we have greatbed away the privileges
and pleasures that was to be shared and en-
joyed by the downtrodden majority of the so-
ciety. Yah, I’am pointing to those helpless
middle class ones, who can neither afford to
pay for the luxurious growth of the city more
~can they moan due to the contraints imposed
on them by the ‘well-wishes’ of society. This
gruesome dilemmatic plight of the majority
residing here, is the ‘stark reality’ that I was
pointing to. Keeping this in mind can we
imagine a bright, smart world ahead with all
prosperity in its plenitude? Of course No, and
Never!

None of us can distain from putting hands to

including the rich and the poor are all ben-
efited though no' 'n full uniformity. Here, I
suggest an overall 'evelopment rather than
just going behind the «echnical beneficiaries.
The irresistible tide of glohalisation have im-
posed upon us the necess.ty to invite foreign
investments and technology. But, are we not
aware of the jeopardy ahead if me solely go
behind just these kinds of developments and
keeping aside all other sectors! The three most
important sectors namely political, economic
and social are all interconnected and there
cannot be sustained progress in one field with-
out corresponding progress in other two.

Now, taking our state into consideration,
Kerala is endowed with rich lush green veg-
etation and an ideal spot for carrying out the
practice of agriculture and its related activi-
ties. But day by day, the number of people
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presevering in this field is decreasing in fast
number.. Do you think its only because, they
are getting lured towards the financial ben-

efits of industrial sector? Not really! A major- -

i.ty of them have left their real instinct of be-
ing close to mud and soil and have been forced
to give up, as they are seen inferior to all other
sections in society. And, thanks to those great

politicians who shed their ‘crowdile tearers’, -

when each year hundreds of poor farmers end
up their life into the mouth of huge bank debts.
And, they say, ‘its all a part of game!’

Today, it has become hard task for a small
earned family to go in pace with the develop-
ments occurring in a city, as the benefits ac-
quired by the progressing city goes
undirectionally to the hands of “wealthy’.
Thus, it is obvious that a democracy that does
not deliver good and effective governance to
the advantage of those who are at the bottom
of the income pyramid has long way to go!In
fact, in India a third of us line on Rs. 20 a
day! And, do you think they have anything to
celebrate when a minority of ‘intellects’ keep
boasting upon an upcoming IT revolution or
something else? -

Let me now divert your attention to the most
demanding and fast growing education sec-
tor. Though Kerala have succeeded (as ‘they’
say) in this field, India as whole have failed
to meet the universal elementary education
targets and infact, is bestowed with large num-
ber of illiterates! Here, it is not a question of

‘lack of resources, financial or human, it is

purely a question of lack of will on the part of
government and the rest of the society espe-
cially on the part of literate. According to
UNESCO report India has the highest rate of

teacher absenteeism.

Thus, the dream of a smart world ahead fora
nation like India would be successfulness by
widening our vision on the concept of
development.We can truly say that we are pro-
gressing through the right path, only when no
Indian goes to sleep hungry; when every In-
dian can loud a life of dignity, free from pov-
erty, ignorance and ill health. So, apart from
leaving in an age dominated by the west, me
should “seek our own outermost” - not merely
drift along with the tide or half-heartedly catch
a wave and wash ashore. I mean :

“One should choose to act..........cuceeee

rather than procrastinate”

Today, we often speak of an interconnected,
interdependent, shrinking ‘world or a global
village; where you have huge opportunities
to progress. But what goes under the name of
this globalisatiion is infact dependence in one
direction and domination in opposite direc-
tion. '

We, the youth should clearly understand what

progress is (I mean, its not just technical de-

velopments!) and by leaps and bounds attain
the goal of a smart world ahead, through a

brighter leap and not a ‘Darker’ one!

SARIKA. K.S.
BSc Zoology




<= NCC NAVAL WING REPORT ==(j=

The year 2006 was almost a golden era in the history of Naval NCC of S.H.
College. The year started in a strong note.

First achievement of S.H. College NAVAL NCC in the year 2006-07 was
being the runner up in the inter collegiate pulling competition held at Naval
pase in June. The college team comprised of Cadet Ajesh T.R (second year
BSC Physics), Cadet Nirmal (second Bcom), cadet Prince (second BCA),
Sibil Bhasi (second Zoology), Lieutenant Cadet Krishnaraj K.K (second

BSc Botany).

Due to the excellent performance of our cadets, two of the five cadets Ajesh
and cadet Nirmal were related to represent Ernakulam group [7(K)Naval
unit] at the All Kerala level or the intergroup level where 5 groups participate
in it.

S.H.College again proved their capability by fparticipating in the
Independence Day parade team and winning the G.D. P -ade trophy for the
first time for 7(K) Naval unit NCC.

In the month of september there was an A.T.C camp condu sted in Naval
Base. 20 cadets including two senior cadets participated in the camp.
Meanwhile in the month of October on the occassion of Gandhi Jayanthi
(October 2nd) the Naval NCCcadets of college celebrated the 2nd
Anniversary of ‘PARADIGM’ , Social service program. 3 cadets from our
College went for All India Nausainik Camp held at Vishakapattanam.
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Josephine Varghese
IT BSc Physics
Class No: 1425

ADDICTION

It was in every cell of hers ............... She could feel it deep down ...............
She realised - She was addicted !

She was a very shrewd girl - never thought this would happen to her - by
no chance ! Many a time she could resist temptation .......... but this time,
surrender was unavailable. It did happen to her too.

She took out the novel she was reading ............... kept reading until she was
about to turn a page when she discovered she hadn’t followed even one
sentence-her mind was somewhere else..............

Shut the bouk and lay on her bed .............. tried to sleep .............. no use
.............. kept remembering about it .............. dec1ded to listen to music.

Music revived her. She got up and danced .............. better than ever before
.............. her energy and emotions were running high .............. movements
graceful and: emphanses She kept dancmg until she could do nothing but
rest.

Dumped her body onto her bed. Her mind was still somewhere else ! Even

this time she couldn’t sleep .............. she kept thinking about it. ‘It’ was so
beautiful-she lived in the memories of ‘it'- HER LOVE !

Her heart started thumping hard when she heard the phone ring. Yes, it
was him !'! His voice quenched her soul’s thirst salvation was attained at
last ! She could sleep now ........ seie BlEPL viiiiionis,.. with his voice resound-
ing in her head - “I LOVE YOU !”
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IW'hen on

¢ hears the word ‘Science’, a more
;cularly ‘Physics’, what comes to mind,

for most people, are arcane mathematical
gations, abstract and cold often
incomprehensible to all but a few genious.
This is true enough when it comes to
thefrontiers of physics as being too tough to
__is an extremely unfortunate result of our
pedagogical methods. As I propose to show
the reader, through a story, physics can often
be simple, So as to be understandable by any
schoolkid, yet profoundly degant]] and

beautiful.

Our story is set in ancient Eggpt, around 2200
years ago. Alexandria was the capital city and
understandly, the centre of knowledge as
well. Because it housed the Great Library of
Alexandria. It was the custom of Eggptians
to ]] all books which were present in the boats
used to carry goods from distant shores , as
they had trade links with all the other major
civilizations of the time. They then copied
the books and returned them. Thus the Great
Library became the storehouse for knewledge
from all over the world.

The position of Librarian of such a
Prestigious library, was held by a worthy man,
by .the name of Erathosthenes. This man was
lai ::Storian', geographer, mathematician, poet,
Wa:ary CI:lth and a cartigrapher. Clearly, he

a genius of his time. Once, he read about

*omthing interesting in a book he found in

Th _
di:trewas acity by the name of Syene, some
“dnce to the South of Alexandria.

e e

Apparently, every year, at exactly noon, on
june 21, one could see the image of the sum
if one looked inside a well. Now, why does
this happen and what is the specially of this
particular date?

This Phenomenon, Erathosthenes resened,
happend because the sun was directly
overhead at Syene. But he also observed that
it did not happen over at Alexandria, and that
sticks cast shadow -. at the appointed time and
date. This could o.:ly happen if the earth
wasn’t flat. Thus, he no had concrete evidence
that the earth could be + »erical, to back up
the hunches that others of his time had.

It so happens that for places lying along the
‘Tropic of Cancer’, the sun is exactly
overhead at noon on June 21, the day of

“summer solstice’. And syne lies on the

“Tropic of Cancer.

Most other people would be content to note
this rather remarkable fact (that while sticks
cast no shadows at one place, but do cast
shadown at another place) and just let it go.
But Erathosthees, saw in this, an opportunity
to do what no one else had done before. To
measure the earth....using a stick.



He planted a stick and observed its shadow, at
noon,on June 21, at Alexandria. From this, he
could measure the angle ‘0’. Now, it the radial
lines from Alexandria and Syene are extended
to the centre of the earth, it turns out that they
subtend the same angle ‘o’. Thus, the anuglar

distance between them, was measured to be
.28

The whole of the earth, of course, subtends an

angle of 360° at the centre. The measured
angle, 7.2%is 1/50 th of 360°.

If one measured the distance between there
two cities, then that would also be 1/50 th of
the circumstance of the earth. The distance,
was 5000 stade, stade being a unit used in those

days, approximately equal to 157m. Thus,
500m ...80 km.

Hence, the circumference of he earth is 50x800
= 40,000 km. Astonishingly, the modern value
for this is 40,100 km! Erathosthenes , had
found a value within 100 km of the true value,
an insignificant error!

This simple example shows the power of the
scientific method. The only piece of apparatus
used was a stick and the only measurement
made, were a few distances. The reuslt: the
circumference and hence, the radius of the
earth was measured!

Find an interesting observation throw in a bit

of simple, straightproved logic and the result

is astonishing. Yes, it’s absolutely true that

there are things in this vast cosmos that we

have no clue about. Yes it’s also possible that

science, will never perhaps be able to
penetrate the deposit mysteries, and unshroud
the truth behind the riddle that the universe
is,. But, to sit back and give up trying is
unworthy of a person with a true scientific
attitude. As this story has shown, a little bit
of logic can go a long way in aiding man’s
understanding of the universe.

To gain a true understanding of
Erathosthene’s achievement, keep in mind
that as late as the 16th century, the Catholic
church burnt people at the stake for heresy,
for arguing that the earth went around the sun.
Yet, here we have someone, who, 2200 years
ago, not only had conclusive evidence that
the earth did go around the sun, (& was

spherical), but also measured its radius, using
a stick!

Thus, science is not all about hight tech
equipments and abstrac mathematics.
Ultimately, it is about observation and logical
analysis of the beautiful and varied

phenomena that nature so generously spread
out before us.

NITHYANAND. N. RAO
BSc Physics
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