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Kochi: Heavy rain, Flood hit , Flood victims
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or islanders, it was

like going back in tlme
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Kochi: After seeing Periyar
in spate, Thankappan recol-

' lected how 57 years ago an al-

most similar situation occur-
red and water overflowed into
their houses.

. “We spent 41 days without
an,y government support in
shelter houses in the high-
land of Elethinkaranear Put-
henvelikkara in 1961 when Pe-
riyar overflowed and all hou-
sesat Kozhithuruthu inunda-
ted,” recalled Thankappan
(70), sitting at the patio of Go-
vernment LP School at Elet-
hinkara, one of the relief
camps opened at Puthenve-

a panchayat.

Thankappanlsone among
tﬁ‘ 530 members who have be-
en moved to the camp in the
school from their houses at
Kozhithuruthu, an island at
North Paravur, as water ente-
red their houses on Thursday.

“Iwasstudyingin Class VI
when the flood took place in
1961. There were around 80 ho-
uses in the island in those da-
ysand each house owned a co-
untry boat. When water ente-
red our houses, we were shif-
ted to the mainland in boats.

Thankappan and Mani, survivors of 1961 flood, at a relief camp at
Govt LP School Elenthikkara at North Paravur on Friday

There were no relief camps
unlike now. Our family got
shelter in a house behind this
school. There was no govern-
ment support or availability
of grocery and all of us were
inastate of poverty,” recollec-
ted Thankappan.

Mani, a 66-year-old resi-
dent of Kozhithuruthu, also
echoed thesame.

“We used plantain stem
and tapioca to cook food as no
other grocery items were av-
ailable. Water level continued
toremainatthe samelevel for
41daysmakingourlivesmise-
rable,” said Mani, who moved

to the relief camp with his fa-
mily.

The connectivity to the is-
land came only recently.

“We used country boats
for connectivity between the
island and the mainland du-
ring our childhood. When the
flood took place, we left our
houses with a bundle of clot-
hes. I don’t know how many
days we will have to spend he-
re. Even when Idamalayar
opened in 2013, we did not mo-
ve to the relief camp. Now, al-
most all the houses in the is-
land got inundated,” said
Thankappan.




