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Kochi, Overflowing Rivers, Flood

RIVERS IN SPATE
District
grappling
with floods

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

OVERFLOWING rivers caused
. flooding at different places in Er-
{  nakulam district on Monday. The
E

worst affected places include Alu-
va, Kothamangalam and Muvat-
| tupuzha. Water is being released
| from Boothathankettu dam, re-
| sulting in increasing water level
in the Periyar river.

Aluva Manappuram has been
submerged completely, with wa-
ter touching the ‘nalambalam’
roof of the Siva Temple. Some
parts of the newly constructed
bridge at Manappuram also lay
submerged due to the heavy flow
of water in Periyar. Though shut-
ters of the Malankara dam have
been downed to 1.5 m, due to
heavy rain, Muvattupuzha river
continues to overflow leaving sev-
eral low-lying areas inundated.

“Due to heavy rain in Idukki
region, water level in the Muvat-
tupuzha river is rising.

In several parts of Muvattupu-
zha, crop-losses have been report-
ed. Sonie houses were damaged
partially,” said an officer with the
Ernakulam District Disaster
Management Centre.

The Periyar river stretch at
Kothamangalam too is overflow-
ing, affecting the lives of tribal
communities in the Kuttampu-
zha sector. Several tribal colonies
on the other side of the Pooyam-
kutty river have been cut off
from the mainland.

Flooding was reported at Pe-
rumbavoor, Kalady and Malayat-
toor as well.




