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Ernakulam, Heavy Rain, Flood, Waterlogged Roads,
Railway Tracks were Inundated

POUNDING RAIN ]

DOWNPOUR BRINGS ERNAKULAMTO A
STANDSTILL FOR SECOND DAY ON THE TROT

The Ernakulam Junction Railway Station premises got submerged due to the continuous rain for the past #0 days.

Many trains were delayed after the tracks were inundated | ALBIN MATHEW
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Shiyas, a shopkeeper at the

KSRTC bus station.
Residential areas like

Thammanam, Elamakkara,

drive
carried out by the Corpora-
tion and the district adminis-
tration, rain threw the city
out of gear for the second day
on the trot.

While water entered the
houses and shops in low-lying
areas, knee deep in water at
both railway stations -- Er-
nakulam Junction and Er-
nakulam Town -- and the
KSRTC bus station increased
the commuters' hardship.

Tracks were submerged at
the Ernakulam Jn railway
station affecting train sched-
ules. While some trains were
cancelled, some were running
late for more than two hours.
"The water even entered our
offices. We hope to resume

|~ train services as the rain has
stopped since the afternoon,"

- “wsaid an officer at the Ernaku-
lam Jn railway station.

The worst affected was the
KSRTC bus station. "The wa-
terlogging is severe here.
Even though there have been
proposals to construct a new
bus station, nothing has been
materialised till now.

"Even State Human Rights
Commission registered a case
after witnessing the condition
of the bus station. But even
then no action has been taken
to prevent flooding. The place
where employees rest are

s, filled with water. The waiting
shed is also inundated," said

P illy Nagar were af-
fected due to waterlogging.
Even the main roads at Ka-
loor and Palarivattom were
submerged due to incessant
rain. With water level at the
Perandoor Canal rising, dirty
water entered houses at P&T

There are no proper
drainage facilities here.
The existing drains are
clogged with waste. If
‘the rain continues, it would be
very hard to operate trains. In the
morning, platforms were under
water
-an officer at the
Ernakulam Jn railway station

Colony. At MG Roads, several
shops remained closed after
‘water seeped in.

In the West Kochi region,
waterlogging was severe at
Mattancherry, Palluruthy and
Fort Kochi areas.

K J Antony, Opposition
leader at Kochi Corporation
said had the rain continued
on Monday, the city would
have faced flood-like situation
as seen in Chennai and
Mumbai.

"We have been demanding
the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
to take give prominence to
pre-monsoon cleaning. Here,
the governing body sits on the
project and take steps only
when the rain starts. Small
drains were constructed but

none were connected'® man
drainage. During heVy ramn
water from these s L
age floods roads andouses.
The constructions i! Kochi
are unscientific," he Ald:

Traffic blocks wer SeVere
on Monday as vehicS Were
movingata slow plac &t Vari-
ous parts of the city, Adition-
al policemen were defloved at
major traffic signals.

"Since the roads a® nun-
dated, the traffic blo 1S se-
vere. Several main rods have
been damaged due to?0ntinu-
ous rain for past on Week,
said a police officer {0
Traffic West Police $tion-

High waves and se£r0S10n
caused severe hardltips in
the coastal region ofthe dis-
trict. Worst affected y2S Chel-
lanam were hous® Were
submerged.

Even though, sea-all con-
struction was prioritS e
ter Ockhi disaster, he con-
struction works ar Yet to
complete in several 635

Water level at Muattupu-
zha river increased d sev-
eral parts of Piravon Muvat-
tupuzha are under w{er DOW.

Similarly, at Kofdman-
galam, the Periyar:1Ver 1s
overflowing inghe liv
of the people living 008 the
area. Some of the bus®rVices
were cancelled to thetral ar-
eas. The schools rmained
closed in Ernakulanmnd oth-
er seven districts in 1€ State
on Monday after Digict col-
Tector announced hoay dye
to heavy rain.




