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Thiruvananthapuram, Vizhinjam Port, Coastal Erosion,
Widespread Damage, Southwest Monsoon
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The Southwest
moroon has affected
wrk on the ¥7,525-
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roject, and major
caponents like the
breakwater
construction and
dreging are expected
to restart only by
eptember. Senior
oftials of the Adani
Grousaid work on the
breakwater had
slowed down to

“mimal.” Shortage of 1Py : 4 R
gnite coupled with ~ 11KI RAIWI @TPuram full fury over Kerala, the second line of

houses on this stretch of the coast is also

the tli’;‘:g&zzﬁ:; “THERE," young Vijay Bosco indicatesa  in imminent danger. But there is simply

ffected this work point some 15 metres from where he nowhere for the families to go. Classroom

iokihe stands. “The seawall was there. We even  blocks in at least three nearby schools

ting the A;f"l used to have a small stretch of beach be- have been converted into overcrowded re-
Bropting N yond it. That's where the fishing boats _lief camps. Althouxh the Fisheries De- |
Vizhiam Port Pt Ltd,  (ore hauled up.! g constructed 198 apartments |

| theoncessionaire, to _ " Now there's neﬁher wall nor beach,. g&fnrmen at nearby Mumathara, they

the government” ;¢ the thundering grey expanse of the have not been allotted yet. Persistent de-

that the Phase | ‘Arabian Sea. “From up here, youcansee mands for the urgent construction of sea-

eadline mightbe  the extent of the destruction,” he contin-  walls also fell on deaf ears.

ovenot. Dredgingof  yes, joggingup the stairsof aneighbour’s  The misfortunes of coastal Thiru-

thchannelhasalso  house to the roof. The view from up there, ~ vananthapuram began in November last

caetoastandstill  ashe says, is revealing. Frothing, roiling  year with the Ockhi cyclone. The situa-

witthe adventofthe  waves batter a rubble of granite - the re-  tion worsened during April this vear.

vmfﬁm'mg
13, Wi
the debris of houses

“monsoon. It the mains of a seawall - and the debris of de- ~ when coastal erosion peaked. By the time
W her holds, we'll stroyed houses. Seawater washes over the Southwest monsoon announced its ar-
E up. Otherwise, crumbled sections of walls and piping, rival, the sea had invaded inland by sev-
) o'r:’k S,ets affected by bedding, plastic cans and assorted house- eral more metres. The inclement weather
40 per cent,” a hold items their owners - in themad rush  that has persisted for months has left the
enic” official of the to safety - did not think fit to salvage. The ~ coastal community bitter.
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the aftermath of a cataclysm. fishermen aren’t exactly cheering. The
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reality of Valiyathura - and thatof  boards - are just in. Women and men jostle
many fishing villages that dotthe  for elbow space around the bobbing craft.
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