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Wayanad, Flood Affected Areas, Heavy Rainfall

The difference
between road, river
and field can hardly

be made out in
flood-affected areas

like Parakkuni in
Wayanad

1 MANU R MAVELIL

“The Th y Ghat road caved

younger generation of Pan-

in twice. Movement of vehicles on the
ghat road has been restricted. This has

ge in

n ember the last time

it so heavily: Some have

a faint memory about the mon-

1 soon of 2005. Still, according to

1em, it wasn't heavy as this. Water

rose and a few were shifted to the
:lief camps. That’s all.

But this time, rain has been furious.

eavy rains lashing the district over

.an 5 8

1e past few days have inundated the

w-lying areas in the district, espe-
ally in Panamaram and Manan-
lavady:.’ ds of people in these
reas have been shifted torelief camps.
'afé"r bodies - are overflowing, roads
e inundated and houses have col-
psed. There is a huge loss in the agri-
1lture sector. Above all, transporta-
on has been affected in many parts of
le district. Buses have stopped ser-
«ces in certain areas - such as Koy-
2ri, Valliyoorkkavu and Valad - where
e roads are under water.
The scenes at various relief camps
L the district are distressing. Thou-
inds of people are living in a school
ympound along with their families.
hey had all run out of their houses
hen water started rushing in. None
* them had anything in their hands
tcept what they were wearing. Nor
e they sure if anything will be left in
€ houses when they return.
It was just two months back that
:eni had given birth. Now, along with
»r husband Sankaran, she is In‘a re-
of camp. Residents of Parakkuni,
ey have no other place to go. They are
irrently staying in a classroom of the
svernment Higher Secondary School
Panamaram.
Leeni and Sankaran were brought to
e relief camp on Wednesday night.

28w A nat avan hava an rnivaf

affected the of goods to and
from the district, leading to a shortage
of necessary goods too. Prices are also
going up,” he said. Dileep said all ar-
rangements have been made to supply
food for people in relief camps. “Pan-
amaram is one of the low-lying areas
in Wayanad. Many of the places in the
block panchayat are inundated. Hous-
es have been destroyed. We had also
made arrangements to supply dresses
for the people,” he said.

Apart from Panamaram, many plac-
es within the Mananthavady block are
also affected. Buses have stopped ser-
vices to many places underwater, like
Vallivoorkkavu and Thavinjal. As in
Panamaram, people in these areas
have been shifted to relief camps.

The natives are worried about being
isolated as the rain continues to vent
its fury. “With many roads mundated
it’s i ible to travel on two-wh
ers. Only cars and buses are seen mov-
ing. But it will be difficult for even
buses if the rain doesn’t stop. In such
a scenario, the entire area will lose
connectivity with other parts of the
district. Already, it has become diffi-
cult for people in Valad and other areas
to get to the urban areas,” said Balan,
anative of Koyileri. According to him,
monsoon in Wayanad has not been this
heavy for the past two decades.
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1Y UO 0T BVEN DAVE AN XTI pair of
d.rul in their hnnd Their two-month-
‘baby is seen wrapped in a woollen
clmh lying on a woaden bench In a
small classroom packed with people.
‘With the rain continuing to lash the
district, there is little clue as to when
they will be able to return home.
Kuttan, a native of Parakkuni In
Panamaram, said water entered the
house on Wednesday. They were
brought to the relief camp the same

day.

“Around 75 families from our colony
are here (at the relief camps). Water
has risen to the height of a three-layer
brick. Yet, many in the area are yet to
come to the camps,” he said.

Panamaram Block Panchayat Presi-
deanSDﬂoup Kumar said heavy rain

h’uh isolated Wayanad district as a

1D TRUET CAMp 3t bOVE HSY for the Hood-
affected in Panamaram | wanynwaveut

Wayanad in numbers
(As on July 14)
Rainfall (past 24 hours): 71.44 mm
Rainfall (cumulative during
monsoon): 1,580.15 mm
Partially damaged houses: 333
Totally damaged houses: 12
Water level at Banasura Sagar
reservoir: 773.8 MSL.

Water level at Karappuzha reservoir:
758.5 MSL

Number of rellef camps: 32
Number of inmates in retief camps:
2,444

(Source: District Reverwe Departivent)




