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Kochi, Idamalayar Dam, Shutters Opened, Turbidity
Level, Periyar River, Kerala Water Authority (KWA)

Turbidity levels
~ worry KWA

Times News NETWORK

¢ Kochi: As four shutters of
: Idamalayar dam were opened
: on Sunday, the Kerala Water
i Authority (KWA) remains
¢ worried that it would further
i increaseturbidity in the Peri-
! yar

RIVER PERIYAR

Officials at Aluva water
treatment plant said that tho-
ugh turbidity came down to

: 108 NTU by Saturday evening,
: the turbidity level increased
¢ t0375NTUbylatenight. “The-
: reisapossibility thatopening
i of moreshutterscouldlead to
i further increase in turbulen-
: ce, and it might affect pum-
i ping. Asof now, weare unable
: topredict the situation,” said
: aKWA official.
§ The water authority offi-
i cials said that landslides and
heavyrainscan create increa-
sed turbulence in the waters.

“We believe that all silt and |
muck have already been was-
heddown thestream. If theat-,
mosphere remains calm, it is..
expected that soon we would
be able to resume full-fledged
pumping,” he added. v

KWA said that there is a_
20% shortage in supply of
drinking water and city resi-
dents have been complaining,
of water shortage as well as.
fleecing by tanker trucks. Mo- .
rethan commercial establish-
ments, the restriction on,
pumping at Aluva has adver-
sely hitindividual homesand -
residential complexes. Howe-
ver, the authorities including
district administration are
yet totake any action.

In normal circumstances,
turbidity is 80 t0120 NTU. The
water fromtheriveristreated
at the plant and the turbidity
levelisbroughtdownto1NTU |
for supplying to public, and 1
the maximum permissible li-
mitis5 NTU.




