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Kochi, After Flood, Relief Camps Closed

More than 30 relief camps closed in Ekm

Residents, Volunteers Have Tough Time Cleaning Houses Situated On The Banks Of Periyar
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Kochi: As the water receded in Alu-
va and nearby towns, more than 30
relief camps in the district were clo-
sed and over 4,000 people returned
home on Sunday.

As many as 75 camps were ope-
ned in the distriet to accommodate
people from houses situated on the
banksof Periyar in view of heavyra-
inand flood situation. Of these, nine
camps were closed on Saturday. Cur-
rently, only 35 camps remain open.

Many houses were filled with se-
diments and insects, and most of
them have not insured their houses
against flood, said an official of the
district disaster management autho-
rity.

*“Our house is filled with silt and
even wells got polluted. Despite re-
moving the sediment, we could not
sleep here due to odour emanating
from thedeposit. My husband isahe-
art patient and it has been a harro-
wing experience for us. Health wor-
kers have sprayed bleaching powder
inour wellson Sunday morning," sa-
id Chandrika Velayudhan, a resident
of Chengamanad.

Several residents and volunteers
belonging to various organizations
had a tough time cleaning houses
and compounds situated on the
banks of Periyar.

As many houses remained floo-
ded from Thursday to Saturday
knee-deep sediments have accumu-
lated. Volunteers use pressure was-
hers toremove sediments.

Inmates of a relief camps at Elo-
or have decided togo home only after
volunteers cleaned their houses. On
Saturday, a woman was bitten by a
snake when she went toclean her ho-
useatEloor.

“Eloor municipality has provi-
dedusapressure washer, whileastu-
dent organization sponsored two
washers toclean houses. We havecle-
aned around 40 houses at Eloor till
Sunday afternoon. During our clea-
ning, we have noticed a snake and
many insects inside houses, We have
collected waste outside houses and
local body should remove it from the
area. Lots of people supported us by
giving cleaning equipment,” said
Amaldev PV, leaderof youth wingle-
ader of a political party at Eloor:

Students and teachers of an ai-
ded college took up the task of clea-
ninghousesat Aluvaon Sunday.

“Cracks developed in our toilet
wall. It took six to seven hours to cle-
an our house. Following the opening
of the fourth shutter of
dam on Sunday, we have not brought
downelectricitems to the ground flo-
or from the first floor,” said Manapa-
rambil Jayan of Alangad.

Inmates of relief cam at

wait for home minister Rajnath Sigh and CM Pinarayi Vijayan on Sunday. (R) A woman drains out water from her house at Eloor




