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Kochi, Ready to Face Emergency

Kochi all geared up to face emergency

Tech A Boon;
Reclamation
Of Lake, Paddy
Fields A Bane

MK.SunilKumar
@timesgroup.com

Kochi: If the shutters of
Idukkiare to be opened now;
there are both advantages
and disadvantages compa-
red to 1992 when the dam
was opened last.

While rampant encro-
achment on flood plains, re-
clamation of paddy fields
and Vembanad backwaters
post-1992 paintasorry pictu-
re, the advancements in the
disaster management and
precautionary would come
handy for the rescue opera-
tionstoa certainextent.

IDUKKI DAM OPENING

When Idukki dam was
opened in 1992, water levels
in paddy fields in Perumba-
voor, Kunnathunad and Mu-
vattupuzha taluks had risen
to six feet. The water from
the dam was routed through
various canals and rivulets
before it was drained out to
the vast paddy fields in diffe-
rent parts of the district.
“Now, most of the paddy fi-
elds have been reclaimed
and so it won't be able to ac-
commodate the water in-
flow from various canals,
which serve as outlets from
Periyar and Muvattupuzha-
yar. Adding to the woes is
the rampant encroach-

BEING PREPARED FOR CRISIS: Scuba vans at Gandhi Nagar Fire and Rescue Statiodn in Kadavanthra. The vans are kept ready to meet any
emergency in Ernakulam and Idukki districts due to rise in water level incase if shuttters of Idukki dam are opened

ments on either side of the
river from Kodanad to Alu-
va,” said C R Neelakantan,
environmentalist and state
convener of Aam Admi Par-
ty.

Most areas, including
Cochin International Air-
port Ltd, which were floo-
ded in 2013 when Bhoothat-
hankettu was opened were
either paddy fields or part of
theriver which was later en-
croached. “Ultimately, the
water has to run off to back-
waters. Various studies
show that around two third
of Vembanad Lake had been

levelled in the past two-and-
a-half decades. We hope that
there may not be a grave si-
tuation this time. But, we
aregoingtofacecrisis inthe
coming years,” Neelakan-
tansaid.

According to environ-
mentalists, the major threat
they foresee in case the dam
is opened is the collapse of
bridges downstream. “After
the dam was constructed
the width of the river was
reduced tosome 20 or 30 met-
re along the 30km stretch
from Cheruthony to Karim-
ban. The original width of

the river * was around 400m
before thie construction of
the dam. _ Later, flood plains
of the rivver, which comes to
350-380 maetres were encroa-
ched uporn- When dam shut-
ters are oopened, the uproo-
ted trees { flowing down may
also damaage the dams like
Lower Pegriyar in the down-
stream,” ¢ said C M Joy, envi-
ronmentaalist.

“But, t the damage would
be less w¥hen compared to
1992. Thenn, the water level of
the river ywas high due to he-
avy rain. . This time the wa-
ter level oof Periyar is much

low. Still, at least 1,500 peo-
ple will have to be rehabili-
tated,” he said. Accordingto
the officials who were part
of rescueand rehabilitation
process in 2013, advance-
ments in science and tech-
nology would be helpful this
time. “Then, the mecha-

Control rooms
in Aluva, ldukki
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Kochi: The Kerala fire and re-
scueservices of Ernakulam divi-
sion are not taking any chances
andh:

casualties resulting from water
entering houses along the banks
of Periyar.

As part of disaster manage-
ment, fire force will deploy 360
personnel in both districts. As
many as 120 will be deployed in
Idukki and the rest in Ernaku- |
lam. Eleven scuba vans, 10ambu-
lances, 15 rubber dinghies, 18 in- !
flatable tower lights, 50 chain

address any casualties. Emer- |
gency control rooms will be ope-
ned in Aluva and Idukki. As ma-
ny as 50 scuba teams have been
readied to be part of disaster ma-
nagement.

“if emergency arises requisi-
tioning more manpower, servi-

tricts will be utilized. We have as-
ked all personnel to be on duty by
cancelling their leave and off da-
ys. We have ensured that all equ-
ipment is functional,” said R Pra-
sad, director (technical) of fire
and rescue services department.

Motor transport station offi-
cer Sayyad Ba Hassan will lead

nism to check was
new. Many of the officials
were clueless as to what to
do. So, we hadn’t any plan,”
said Renu, deputy coll

vehicles in Idukki and Ernaku-
lam. When the red alert is issued,

land F

who was actively involved
in disaster management ac-
tivities in 2013.

district

The emergency control room
number is 9497920129 in Aluva
and 9497920163 in Idukki.




