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Thiruvanrhapuram ; Heavy rain Flood-hit , Losses

pegged

Ralns leave roads in State battered

2 478 km of roads
¢ in State need

relaylng i)
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ng task of mobilising
for  relaying
L §,47s 71 km of State High-
| ways (SH) and Main District
. Roads (MDR) in the State
. damaged due to the mon-
i soon fury is ahead of the go-
 vernment,

i In addition to relaying
: roads in the 14 districts, hun-
1 dreds of potholes that have
i surfaced in almost all roads
i need to be filled urgently.
i The reconstruction of cul-
verts and retaining
: (D

* corridors raaged by the re-
cent floods are other chal-
lenges.

of the roads whrch need

{ Filling of potholes top priority

fresh topping, Alappuzha
district tops the list with 400
km followed by Pathanam-
thitta 395.98 km and Kollam
372 km. Roads in Thrissur
250 km, Idukki 200 km, Kot-
tayam 190.61 km and Ernak-
ulam 157.3 km need resurfac-
ing. Alappuzha-
Changanacherry (AC road),

alls in Kol
torz- K

vattupuzha Kakkanad are
some of the stretches badly
damaged.

Waterlogging has been

; Elcrore D

needed for.
refaying one-km
road.of
5.5 mwidth

found to be the main reason
for the damages caused to
the SH and MDR roads.
Going by the current rate
and standards, relaying of

~one km of road of 55 m'

width will cost the State Zone

crore. Thus, the State will

have to make available
2, 478.71 crore to the Pubhc
Dej

"G (] .'
port of the damaged roads
prepared by the PWD is be-
fore the government with

the request for the funds for

re]aymg The Cabinet is ex-
pected to take a call on the |

- allocation of funds as over

¥2,500 crore is needed for

! relaymg alone.

The damage suffered by
the SH and MDR roads is one
of the worst in recent times.

Top priority

The government has decided
to accord top priority to fill-
ing of potholes to ensure sa-
fety of road users and
smooth flow of traffic, a top
PWD official said. For this,
the Plan funds will be util-
ised and the work will be ta-
ken up once the current wet
spell is over. The relaying of -
the damaged 2478.71 km of
roads will

state-of-the-art

technology
and new materials would be
used while relaymg the
roads




