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Idukki, Incessant Rainfall, Flood, Malankara
Dam Opened, Water Level Rises, Crop Loss

INCESSANT RAINFALL INUNDATES IDUKKI;
MALANKARA DAM SHUTTERS OPENED

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Idukki

HEAVY RAIN lashed the district
on Tuesday, leading to landslips
and traffic snarl-ups at various
localities. Electric lines were also
damaged in some areas.

The Idukki taluk received the
highest rainfall (87 mm), followed
by Peermade (77 mm). Low-lying
areas in the district were inun-
dated and water-level in the
Thodupuzha and Muvattupuzha
rivers rose as four shutters of the
Malankara dam were opened by
100 cm each. The move caused se-
vere hardships to those living
along the river banks.

The rain also triggered land-
slips at various pockets of the
district, disrupting traffic and
throwing normal life out of gear.
The protection wall of the house
owned by Sudheesh of ‘Ambala-
vilayil’ in Kattappana was de-
stroyed in the torrential rainfall

causing the earth and boulders to
fall onto the road.

Traffic on the Elappara-Chem-
mannu Road was disrupted after
a huge eucalyptus tree fell there
on Monday night. Traffic on the
Kottarakkara-Dindigul NH was
disrupted after the stretch at
Nellimala near Vandip-
eriyar got submerged in
rainwater. Pedestrians
had a tough time nego-
tiating the water-
logged roads.

Large-scale damage
to electric lines was re-
ported under Adimaly, Munnar
and Upputhara electrical sec-
tions. In most areas, power sup-
ply has been disrupted for the
past two days.

Crop loss

Farmers are also bearing the
brunt of the monsoon fury,

Students who got trapped in flood waters on the Kottarakkara-Dindigul NH at
Vandiperiyar hold on to the protection wall on the road side | EXPRESS

which has led to huge crop losses
at high range areas of Idukki.
The farmers who were preparing
their fields for cultivation after
sustaining loss worth lakhs of
rupees due to the heavy down-
pour in May were once again hit
by the incessant rain, which
strengthened from Sunday.

Water levelrises

Water level in the Idukki
and Mullaperiyar reser-
voirs rose by one ft each on
Tuesday taking it to 2,355.86 ft
and 123.8 ft, respectively. On Mon-
day, the water level in the Idukki
reservoir was 2,354.2 ft compared
t0 2,315.48 ft on the same day last
year. Tourists have been asked to
stay away from hillside destina-
tions and visits to dam premises
have also been restricted. A
warning has been issued against
parking vehicles under trees.

‘Suhas on Tuesday declared

Holiday for edu

institutions

Idukki: Owing to the heavy
rainfall, the District Collector
has declared a holiday for all
educational institutions and
anganwadis, except profess-
ional colleges, in Idukki on
Wednesday. Classes will be
held on July 21 to compensate
for the loss in classes.

Kochi: District Collector K
Mohammed'Y Safirulla has
declared a holiday for schools
on Wednesday. The holiday is
applicable to all educational
institutions from anganwadi
to colleges. The holiday is not
applicable to exams declared
by varsities.

Alappuzha: Following heavy
rainfall, District Collector S

- g
institutions, except profe_s_s-zi
ional colleges, on Wednesday
in Cherthala, Ambalapuzha
and Kuttanad taluks.

Kottayam: District Collector E
S Thirumeni has declared a
holiday for all educational
institutions, excluding
professional colleges, on
Wednesday. Thirumeni said
educational institutions will
have to work an extra day to
compensate for this holiday.

Kalpetta: The Wayanad

- District Collector has declared

a holiday for all educational
institutions, except profes-
sional colleges, in Wayanad
district on Wednesday on
account of heavy rain.
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