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Kochi, Heavy Rain,

Flooded Streets,
Traffic Snarls

Five houses damaged |
asrain batters dlstrlct

Flooded streets lead to traffic snarls |

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Near- mcessant ram on Mon-
day affected normal life in
the district with traffic hold-
ups in the c1ty and damage
to houses in other parts of
the district.

Sources in the district
Disaster Management Auth-

8 ority said that Ernakulam
had received 20.39 mm of
rain over the past 24 hours

‘on an average. The Met de-

partment said that the Kochi.

airport had recorded 33. 8

-mm of rain. ,
i The department has also
{ forecast more rain in the
i district in the coming days.

‘Heavy spells of rain in isolat-

- ed places have been forecast

for Tuesday, with the inten-
sity expected to come down

over the followmg three

days.
Rain senously affected

the traffic in many parts of
Kochi wnh roads bemg sub-
merged under water in plac-

es such as Karshaka Road
and the South Railway Sta-
tion. There was traffic con-

saw traffic hold-ups for most
part of the day. The Thyk-

koodam-Vyttila stretch of

the national highway also
witnessed traffic snarls with

a motorist claiming that it

‘had taken him almost an
hour to cover the distance

during the peak hour in the.

rivattam road. The railway o
overbridge at Ponnurunni

Continuous rain caused waterlomg at rhahy plaées in Kochi
on Monday A scene from M.G. Road. H.VIBHU

there had been noloss of hfe .
or injuries to people report-
ed in rain-related incidents
over the past 24 hours. Traf-
fic was disrupted at Chath-
iath, near Pooyamkutty in

‘the district, on account of

the heavy rain. Five houses

were partly damaged in
Kothamangalam  taluk,
~ sources said.

- Reports from Chellanam,
usually hit by swelling sea

- conditions, said that normal

life had not been affected
owing to the rain. Cleaning
up of the storm water drains
and natural canals ahead of
the rains had helped keep
floods under control. No se-
rious incidents of sea ero-
sion have been reported
from the coastal panchayat.

Strong wmds forecast

The Met department has fo-
recast strong winds from
the westerly direction, with
speed reaching 35-45 kmph,
gusting to 60 kmph, along

and off the Kerala coast and

over Lakshadweep Sea con-

the forecast said. The de-

-partment also advised fish-
~ermen not to venture. into

thesea. :
Data from the depart-
ment also showed that the
rainfall deviation until now
this year was 1.71 per cent
with the district having re-
ceived a rainfall of 931.80

”
and July 9.
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