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Flooded Ernakulam to face
 drinking water shortage

Times NEws NETWORK

Kochi: Even as the water level in
Periyar continues to rise, Erna-
kulam district is heading to-
wards a severe drinking water
crisis. The Kerala Water Authori-
ty (KWA) has been forced to stop
pumping at all treatment plants

in the district, includingthosein
Aluva, Chovara, Maraduand Mo-

oppathadam.

~ “The pump houses have been
submerged and it won’t be pos-
sible to treat and supply water.
Earlier, we had to face the issue of
high turbidity. Now, we are comp-
letely helpless as water-level has
been rising,” said a KWA official,
The officials urged people to sto-
re water at residential and com-
mercial buildings to tide over the

KWA has been forced to stop
pumping at all treatment plants

crisis.

Chief engineer of KWA at
central regions said the authori-
ties have stocked water in tan-
kers for emergency noeds,

Meanwhile, KWA officials sa-
1d residents will be forced to de-
pend on water supplied by tanker

trucks. As the SItuatmns has be-

_ en worsening, the water authori-
ty was unable to predict when it

would be able to resume act1v1t1-
es.

The water authorlty also cau-
tioned against the possibility of
tanker trucks charging exorbi-
tant rates for supplymg drlnklng
water. |

Meanwhile, several organisa-
tions have come forward to take

i up thetask of supplyingdrinking

water torelief camps free of cost.

“Relief camps which have ho-
used a large number of people
displaced by the floods will be
supplied drinking water free of
charges, They can contact
7026603270," said a representati-
ve of a group of IT employees
who have launched the initiative.
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