CM Urges Centre
To Approve
Landmg Aircraft
At Naval Alrport

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kochi: Heavy flooding in and
around Cochin International Air-
portLtd has forced the authorities to
close the airport till August 26.

Chandrakumaran Nair A, air-
port director said the entire airport
is flooded. “We are not sure when it
would stop raining and once rains
are over, we would launch cleaning
operations. After that we would have
check each equipmentbefore theair-
port is up and running once again,”
hesaid

Cial had on Wednesday an-
nounced suspension of operations
till August 18. On Thursday Cial in-
formed Union ministry of civil avia-
tion Department that they would not
be able to resume operations before

August 26 under the present circum-

stances.

Though Cial tried to pump out ex-
cess water and even broke a part of
¢ the peripheral wall to escape flood-
¢ ing,the measures werein vain.

A statement issued by the govern-
ment of India on Wednesday said
“scheduled domestic airlines have
been advised to reschedule their
flights to or from Kochi to Thiruva-
nanthapuram and Kozhikode air-
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Though Cial tried to pump out excess water and even broke a part of the peripheral wall to release the water, the measures were in vain

ports till the situation at Cochin air-
portreturnstonormal.”

Karipur airport director K Srini-
vasa Rao said it can accept up to six
aircraft per hour between 12pm and
8pm astheairport isnot busy during
the period.

“We can also accept additional
flights in other slots subject to avail-
ability of parking bays. The airline

operators whointent tooperateaddi-

tional flights to Calicut airport are
most welcome to do so with neces-
sary approval from DGCA,” he said.

"KSRTC will be operating a spe-

ciallow-floor bus service to Ernaku-
lam from Trivandrum Airport, as

. trainandflight movementisdisrupt-

ed between Thiruvananthapuram
and Ernakulam.

According to the Thiruvanan-
thapuram airport authority, flights
from Cochin airport have been given
timeslotsfrom10amto4pmand6pm
tol0pm.

“More than nine flights, operated
from Cochin, were rescheduled to be
operated from Thiruvananthapu-
ram on Thursday. Since, there is con-
gestion during peak time from 3am

- to 7am, no additional flights are giv- :

en the time slot,” said airport direc- :
tor George G Tharakan. i
Chief minister also requested :
Centre to approve landing aircrafts :
at the Naval Airport in Wl].hngdon :
Island. i
Aviation experts said only a ‘!
small percentage of flights operat- :
ing at Kochi are narrow body air- :
crafts and that most of them would |
haveto divertoperationsto Thiruva- |
nanthapuram.
Emergency control room num- :
bersfor Cial: 0484-305 3500, 261 0094 :
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