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Kochi:Aluva, Manappuram set for Karkidaka
Vavau Rituals
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Kochl.. Parts of Aluva me—
'nappuram in the Mahadeva
- Temple premlses where

: ‘Karkldaka vavu ba11 ‘rltuals =
will be held this Saturday, ha-
- ve been flooded after water le-

- vel in Periyar River rose. The
water level is expected to rise

-~ further as Idamalayar dam
~ would be opened on Thurs-
- day morning. Authorities an-

ticipate flooding of the temp— e e s e
= ~ levels. Lastyear there were 70

~ leon Saturday.
: In a meeting te evaluate

Lthe situation, temple authori-

‘“ties have asked the Devasom e 'I‘emple author1t1es said even
- if balitharas are ﬂooded the
& rltuals would not be cancel-

o led.

:}Board to help with the losses
: »they might suffer if an emer-
- gency arises. “The help and

- assistance of Indian Navy% 3
“would be sought." said Jaya-
kumar - administrative offi-
cerof Aluva Mahadeva temp— S
‘1le. Aluva mun1c1pallty they

are prepared to face any

emergency. “Schools for reli-
ef camps have been identifi-
'ed and school buses Would be

. in case of an emergency, Zisn-

id Llssy Abraham, chairper-

L son, Aluva mun1¢:1pa11ty _

-~ About 50,000 people used
towvisitthe temple for conduc-
ting r:{tua;{s on Karkidaka va-

vel mcreases agam the flow

: .,-of devotees can be reduced to
as far as just 5,000, says temp-

. ,le adm mlstrative 0ff1c1als-

B EREy '‘balitha-

»e for performlngthe ritu-

s have been reduced this ti-

me .because mcreased Water

_mar.
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‘balithara’s’ but this year on-
ly 50 have been readied.

“When a 81m11ar 31t11a-
tion occurred back in 2013, ri-

tuals were conducted in the
nearby roads. Arrangements
- will be made for that if such a

situation ar1se i sald J ayaku—

The shopkeepers ‘are re-

'luctant to open stores fearlng

losses. “Only around10shops

- have been set up here. Usual-
1y there would be a minimum

of 20 shops around the temple
pPremises during the vavu ba-
11,” said Jayakumar Authori-
ties also fear a fall in revenue

. from rituals if the devotees

. fail to turn up in large num-

_ bers as usual because of the
water scare.

The temple Had been in-
undated many times this ye-
ar. The premises had tobecle-
aned five times, with a single
cleanmg costing about two

' lakhs, offlczals said.
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